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In this environment, achieving support for those concepts and
programs that underpin the Marine Corps’ future operational success
requires an informed consensus among the public, industry, and national
leadership. This chapter presents those key concepts and issues that will
enable the Corps to move into the next century.

Operational Maneuver from the Sea
Discussion

Operational Maneuver from the Sea (OMFTS) is a naval concept
developed by the Marine Corps and executed in concert with the Navy. It
places unprecedented emphasis on the littorals and demands greater
cohesiveness between naval warfare and maneuver warfare. In OMFTS,
naval forces focus on an operational objective using the sea as maneuver
space to generate overwhelming tempo and momentum against critical
enemy vulnerabilities. OMFTS requires overcoming challenges in

battlespace mobility, intelligence, command and control, and sustainment.
Through the use of sea-based logistics, fires, and command and control,
our forces ashore will be liberated from establishing large shore based
logistics depots and providing rear area security to protect them.
Furthermore, the concept of seabasing will provide the Joint Task Force
commander with the capability to maneuver combat forces seamlessly
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from the sea to the decisive objective area without the traditional
impediment of securing the beach.

Several key platforms, each at the cutting edge of technology, are
required to bring the OMFTS concept to fruition. They are the MV-22
Osprey, the Advanced Amphibious Assault Vehicle (AAAV), and the
already operational Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) vehicle. Once
introduced to service, the STOVL variant of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF)
will provide fire support critical to the success of OMFTS.

Marine Corps Position
Operational Maneuver from the Sea--our capstone concept--

introduces a blueprint for an enhanced capability and provides a
conceptual framework for exploring improvements to our warfighting
structure. There are many possibilities to consider. First, we will explore
reshaping our MAGTFs to increase their combat power, operational,
versatility, utility, and deployability. Concurrent with our focus on the
future, the Corps will develop immediate initiatives within the framework
of existing technologies to ensure current MAGTF capabilities remain
relevant. This will shorten the bridge to the next generation.


